
 
	

Welcome to the Winter edition of the Drumoak and Durris       
Newsletter. 
    

Christmas worship at Drumoak-Durris Church 
O Come let us Adore Him 

 
 Sunday 1st December - 1st Sunday in Advent 

                             10-00am Durris Church 

   Friday, 6th December - Messy Church   

   Drumoak Church Hall - 5-00pm to 6-30pm 

Sunday, 8th December - 2nd Sunday in Advent 

                           10-00am Drumoak Church Hall  

                            Sunday, 15th December - 3rd Sunday in Advent 

10-00am Durris Church  

Sunday 22nd December - 4th Sunday in Advent 

10-00am Drumoak Church Hall  

Tuesday, 24th December – Family Nativity Service 

6-00pm Drumoak Church Hall 

Tuesday, 24th December - Candlelit Watchnight Service 

11-15pm Durris Church  

Wednesday, 25th December - Christmas Day Service 

10-00am Drumoak Church Hall 

Sunday, 29th December - Lessons & Carols 

10-00am Drumoak Church Hall 
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Message from the Manse - Rev Jean Boyd  

When I looked around the church building at Drumoak recently I was 

amazed at the work to date but also astounded at the work yet to do.  It is 

easy to feel downbeat about the future, especially when it seems that 

there is too much to do.   

Later, when reading the Bible, I was reminded that ‘nothing is impossible 

with God.’  This phrase appears in only two forms in the Bible.  The first 

time is in Old Testament in Genesis 18: 14 when Sarah hears she will become pregnant for the 

first time and have a child in her old age.  She laughs to herself when she hears this news and 

the Lord questions this reaction by asking ‘Is anything too hard for the Lord?’  Then in the New 

Testament in Luke 1: 37, we read that the angel Gabriel appears to Mary and tells her she will 

become pregnant with the Holy Spirit and have a child, God’s Son.  No doubt Mary is 

astonished, yet she simply acknowledges God’s greatness when she declares, ‘For there is 

nothing that God cannot do.”  

Sarah’s reaction is to laugh at what seems to human eyes 

to be impossible, Mary’s is to acknowledge who God is and 

that only God knows what God cannot do.  Both 

predictions of the pregnancies come true.  Sarah has a 

boy who is named Isaac and Isaac’s descendent Jesus is 

born to Mary.   

Different folk react to news in different ways, some laugh 

at God’s abilities and some simply acknowledge God for 

who God is.  Whatever situation you find yourself in at this time of Advent and Christmas, may 

you know who God is and be reassured that nothing is impossible with God.  Nothing! 

Merry Christmas and a very happy 2020. 

Lord we thank you for the glorious message of this season: 

The glad tidings of great joy, ever old yet ever new. 

We thank you for the faith of Mary, and the way you changed her life. 

Above all we thank you that you can change our lives too,  
Through believing in the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Teach us never to forget how great you are 

Even when things seem impossible to us. 

Come Immanuel Come! 

Amen       

With love in Christ,  

Jean Boyd,  

Minister of Drumoak-Durris Church    



Messy Church 
Our Messy Church in December is all about preparing for Christmas.  This 

time of preparation is called Advent and it can be a busy and stressful time.  

So why not come along to Messy Church on Friday 6th December 5 - 6.30pm 

and get involved in the Christmas preparations as we prepare for the 

celebration of the first coming of Christ as a baby and a time when He will come again.  Come 

and have a little time to destress and enjoy being together.  All welcome no matter what your age. 

 

Drumoak-Durris Church is now on Facebook!!  

Have a look and see what’s going on. 

Click on the logo on our website 

drumoakdurrischurch.org 

                               Drumoak-Durris	Church	of	Scotland 

Services	are	held	every	Sunday	morning	at	10-00am	in	Durris	Church	on	the	
first	and	third	Sunday	of	each	month,	and	in	Drumoak	Church	Hall	on	the	
second,	fourth	and	fifth	Sunday.			Everyone	is	welcome	to	join	the	Minister	
and	congregation	at	any	of	the	services,	and	to	stay	afterwards	for	tea,	coffee	and	biscuits.		
There	is	always	a	crèche	facility	for	younger	children,	and	the	opportunity	for	older	primary	
school	children	to	join	in	activities	during	school	term	times.		Both	Drumoak	and	Durris	
Churches	have	a	wheelchair	available	for	use	on	arrival	at	any	of	the	services.	
 
Messy Church 

For those of you who are not familiar with Messy Church it is an invitation for 

children accompanied by parent or parents, guardians, grannies, 

granddad’s etc, to come together and join in crafts, celebration and 

food.  Each Messy Church starts at 5-00pm in Drumoak Church 

Hall and finishes at around 6.30pm.  Each meeting has a different theme and we 

look forward to welcoming you at Messy Church.  If you’ve been before, Great!  If 

not please come along, join in the fun and give it a try.  The dates for Messy Church 2020 are 7th 

February 6th March 12th April (Messy Easter), and 8th May 2020. 

************************************************	
DRUMOAK-DURRIS FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

The Friendship Group will have its Christmas meeting on Monday, 2nd 
December 2019 in Drumoak Church Hall at 2-00pm.  Rev Jean Boyd will 
be leading us in a few carols and talking to us about Christmas. As usual 
for this very entertaining event, the P7 pupils from Drumoak Primary 

School will be joining us to share some mince pies and home bakes.  It’s always great to 



hear the buzz between the young and the not so young.  The boys and girls then have to 
leave to get their buses home.  My thanks go to Mrs Service, the Head teacher, who has 
kindly allowed us to carry on this tradition; which usually ends up with a Christmas Sing-
Along. 
This meeting is open to all, and lifts can be arranged if needed.  All we ask is a £2-00 
donation for the teas and coffees.  For further information, please contact Amy Wilson, 
01224 732575 

****************************************************** 

S.P.L.A.T. is an informal group, supported by Drumoak-Durris Church.  We meet every 

Wednesday during term time for a noisy time of musical fun between 2-00 and 3-15pm.  We 

sing, play instruments, dance and march 

together.  We explore music and begin to 

recognise contrasts in music, such as 

fast/slow and high/low.  Some of the songs 

stay the same every week, and others frequently change.  We aim to be a friendly group, who can 

get to know one another through chatting during coffee time.  At 2-45pm we serve the children 

juice and snacks, then they have a craft activity, and we put out toys for them while the adults 

have a welcome cuppa.  Come along on a Wednesday afternoon, and join in the fun.  For more 

information, ring Mary 01330 811593, or Fiona 01330 811900 

	
An invitation to join us at Jolly Tots, which is so much more than a mother and toddlers’ 

group; it’s open to everyone!  It is about making friends and having fun. We open from 9-15 to 

11-15am on Monday mornings during school term time in the Church Hall at Drumoak.  There 

are toys and activities for the children with tea and coffee for the adults.  We make a small 

charge on entry to help cover our costs, and it is a chance for everyone to take some time to relax, 

have a chat and a cuppa.  For more details please contact Mary Robertson 01330 811593 

======================================================================	
Newsletter	Needs	You!	
                                     The newsletter is looking for someone to join the editorial team. We 

                                    are looking for someone to come on board to process the invoicing and  

                                    recording of payments for the advertising in the newsletter. This would  

                                    involve the banking of cheques relating to advertising, and in turn  

                                    notifying the Treasurer of the Drumoak and Durris Community Group.  

                                   

      This would involve only a few hours a month and would greatly help in the running of the 

newsletter. If you are interested in getting involved in the newsletter, please get in touch 

editorddnews@btinternet.com 

	



Park Bridge update 	
There’s been a fair bit going on in relation to Park Bridge over the last few months. A good 

number of you attended the Aberdeenshire Council drop-in sessions and gave your opinions on 

what the future should be for the bridge. Over 85% of those who responded said they wanted 

the bridge re-opened to light traffic, which was pretty emphatic! 

The community council also took some soundings on the energy locally to be involved in the 

drive to have the bridge re-opened and there was strong support all round, so the CC decided 

that they would support the campaign to re-open the bridge by forming a sub-committee to 

work the issue. 

The sub-committee of 10 people includes a great deal of expertise co-opted from the 

community, especially in engineering, legal, marketing and business matters and has been 

carrying out a lot of investigative work on how the bridge has been maintained and what its 

actual condition is. We’ve written to the council and have just received a response that we are 

assessing, and we’ve also set up a Facebook page @saveparkbridge. Please post your 

comments and photos of the bridge for others to share.	
We’ve also been delving into council processes for funding and have found the Road Asset 

Management Update Oct 2019 which puts forward 4 different funding scenarios, 3 of which 

exclude Park Bridge. Only Scenario 1 includes our bridge and the funding requirement is over 3 

times what is currently available, so it clearly won’t be the preferred option. More worryingly, 

the scenario that matches current funding levels excludes maintenance on bridges on C and U 

class roads. Given the lack of funding available for Park Bridge (C35K) over the last few years, 

it looks like this could be Aberdeenshire Council’s strategy – only to maintain bridges on A and 

B class roads. 

We think that this is outrageous - in a rural community like ours there are small bridges on 

most roads and if this approach continues, they will be closed over the next 10-20 years. 

The Head of Infrastructure Services at Aberdeenshire Council is Stephen Archer and he will 

determine what funding goes into bridges, including Park, so if you feel strongly about the 

current approach, please contact him at stephen.archer@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. We need to 

keep the pressure on if we’re going to get our bridge back! 

 

Anne Shearer (skylarksolutions@btinternet.com) 

 
 

========================================================== 

 

 

 

 



In the next few weeks the following book is to be published: 

THE PARISH OF DURRIS: SOME HISTORICAL SKETCHES 
Despite the fact that the parish of Durris is one of the smallest in Scotland it has a very rich 

history.   It is hoped that this book shows that history is not a dry and dusty subject but one 

that has contemporary relevance.    The book complements The Parish of Drumoak which 

was published nearly 20 years ago!    

                 

                

The Parish of Durris which is in A4 format runs to 213 pages and is copiously illustrated.   

The cost of the book is £15 and can be obtained from: Robin Jackson, 4 Deeview Gardens, 

Drumoak, AB31 5AF.  [01330 811264] 

=============================================== 

Community Council Update 
The Crathes, Drumoak & Durris Community Council (CDDCC) went through a rough spell in the 

last year due to low numbers of councillors culminating in a temporary suspension at the last 

AGM, after several councillors did not re-stand. Fortunately, after a second round of 

nominations we were able to bring in 4 new people to get over our minimum quota. We are now 

in a much healthier position and re-started our activities formally in September. Your local 

community councillors are as follows: 

Drumoak  – Anne Shearer, Lynn Coull 

Durris  – Mark Ansell, Joyce Scott 

We are still somewhat under-represented in Drumoak where we have only 2 of a maximum of 5 

spaces filled so if anyone is interested to join the CC please contact us via our website 

(www.crathesdrumoakdurriscc.org) or Facebook page. 

For those who do not know, CDDCC is a statutory consultee to Aberdeenshire Council, which 

means we have an input to local government strategies and activities, providing the views of 



the community to Aberdeenshire Council and organisations active in or around our area. Whilst 

all our councillors are active locally, it is also important that we get your views, and this can be 

done by contacting any community councillor or commenting via the website or social media. 

We post our minutes online and hard copies are posted in local communal places; we also flag 

up any hot topics and convey any community initiatives or concerns - examples in the past 

include road safety/speeding, broadband and bus services. 

Currently, we are actively involved in finding a way forward for the Park Bridge, we have been 

reviewing requests for funding by community group available from local windfarms or other 

agencies and are investigating ways to improve our local environment and reduce impact on 

climate change. 

We are here to help local communities where we can, so I offer our assistance to DDCG 

members and readers of this newsletter and wish everyone a safe and peaceful festive period. 

 

Peter Renwick  

Chair CDDCC 

======================================================== 

 

The Petroleum Women’s Club of Scotland 
Can	you	imagine	what	it	is	like	to	be	constantly	on	the	move	around	the	world…	finding	
yourself	in	a	different	town,	a	new	country,	perhaps	with	a	new	language	and	culture.			It	can	be	
very	hard	when	far	from	home	and	without	the	support	of	family	and	friends	to	make	contact	
and	settle	in	to	the	new	posting.			Or,	it	could	be	that	you	have	been	here	for	some	years	and	
suddenly	find	yourself	with	more	time	on	your	hands…	children	leaving	home	etc.	
This	is	where	the	PWC	comes	in.		For	nearly	fifty	years	now	the	Club	has	been	providing	
support,	friendship	and	social	contact.		There	are	women	from	26	different	countries	who	meet	
once	a	month	for	a	general	meeting	where	there	is	usually	a	speaker	or	demonstration.			There	
are	also	many	activities	on	offer…	you	can	join	the	book	club,	join	ladies	who	lunch,	go	ten	pin	
bowling,	go	walking	or	play	bridge/canasta.		There	are	craft	and	gourmet	groups,	a	dinner	
club…	you	can	meet	other	women	for	lunch	and	a	movie.		Each	year	a	local	charity	is	selected,	
and	over	a	quarter	of	a	million	pounds	has	been	raised.	
The	PWC	is	open	to	women	whose	own,	or	partner’s,	income	is	derived	from	the		
Oil	&	Gas	Industry.		Membership	is	now	available	for	Associate	Members	-	Women	with	no	oil	
industry	connection,	but	who	would	like	to	meet	new	people	and	try	new	activities.			Anyone	
interested	in	knowing	more	can	log	on	to	the	website	–	and	contact	us	at	www.pwcos.com	or	
you	can	contact	us	via	our	e-mail	address	PWC4news@yahoo.co.uk.	
We	welcome	new	members	for	a	coffee	morning	once	a	month.		Why	not	join	us?	
  



 

   



Park Shop Update 
The festive period means many different things to many different people but it is generally a 

time for families, celebration, good food, drinks, and friends.  A roaring fire to keep out the cold 

is a welcome bonus.  Last Christmas was quite an eye-opener for us at Park Shop because we 

inadvertently became the go-to option for Christmas presents - especially hampers - not to 

mention cheeseboards for the big feast on 25th December.  We hope to repeat the exercise this 

year taking on board the lessons learned from 2018. 

It's certainly the season of goodwill to all friends and neighbours but we also spare a thought 

for those less fortunate who don't have the means or the health to enjoy the festivities.  Those 

of you who have met Tytti in the shop may be aware that a recent diagnosis means she will be 

spending much of the next three months undergoing chemotherapy.  This will have a knock-on 

effect at Park Shop which will probably involve reduced opening times. 

The majority of customers visit at the weekends so we are remaining open Friday to Sunday. 

Several regular customers have offered to help out on a voluntary basis which is wonderful and 

shows the level of support we have in the community.  This has been really heartening and we 

will do all we can to continue normal service throughout November and December. 

We look forward to brightening your winter walks along the Deeside Way with the best coffee, 

pies, and sausage rolls for miles around. We also hope to be filling many (adult) stockings with  

 

  

	

small gifts or bottles of something 

special.  Any enquiries can be 

emailed to hello@parkshop.co.uk or 

via private message on our 

Instagram account.  Best wishes to 

all. 

 

Charles 

	



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

	



	

Update from Drumoak & Durris Playgroup 
Committee News 
Since the last newsletter the Committee has managed to welcome three new babies 

into the world. Congratulations to their families! Providing some much needed back 

up we’re delighted to announce that the lovely Jaci Muir has agreed to take on the 

mantle as Chair of the Committee. Susan will meanwhile support from the wings as 

deputy-chair.  

Jaci’s little girl is a regular at our groups and we’re delighted that her mummy is 

willing to give all these busy Committee mums a helping hand.  

If anyone else is keen to join the forces we’d be delighted to have you. Feel free to 

quiz one of us at Playgroup or drop us an email on: 
drumoakanddurrisplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk.  
Fundraising Update 
Our latest event was our Halloween Disco which raised a spooktacular £250 for the 

Playgroup. Thank you to everyone who brought their kids along and made the event the 

success that it was. 

Special thanks also go out to Dan Wake for our funky disco lights and sound system and 

to Morrisons Banchory for kindly supplying the kids’ snack.   

Change of Christmas Party Venue  
Thanks to the election now taking place on 12 December we’ve                       

h had to change the venue for the Christmas Party.  

                                 Open to Playgroup children only our Christmas Party this year

      will be in the Drumoak Bowling Club, 12 December from  

  09:30 – 11:30.  

                                 Entertainment provided by the fantastic Lisa Lollipop. And since 

    Santa has heard that our children have all been extremely nice – 

he’s already got their presents ready for wrapping in the workshop.  

Group availability 
There are limited spaces currently available in both of our toddler sessions: Tuesday and 

Thursday from 09:30 – 11:30. Children can attend from 18 months until they go to 

school nursery.  

In an extremely rare event, there are also a couple of spaces in our Friday creche. 

Children aged 2 – pre-school nursery age can attend for two hours, unaccompanied. A 

great bridge for those parents looking to give their children some experience of being in 

a setting on their own before they start school nursery.  

For	more	details	please	visit	the	website:	www.drumoakanddurris.wixsite.com	or	drop	
as	an	email:	drumoakanddurrisplaygroup@hotmail.co.uk.		
 

	



Farming as it is at present. 
	
We are approaching the end of 2019, but farmers in Aberdeenshire we have had a 

reasonably good year. Grain crops were sown in good tilth conditions in March and April. 

They braired quickly. Although a little dry in May, the moisture came, and they 

mushroomed afterwards giving massive crops of barley, wheat and oats and tremendous 

bought of straw. Strangely in Morayshire and around Elgin there spring was later and 

consequently the harvest was later than Aberdeenshire. We got the cattle out to grass a 

fortnight earlier than usual and by the end of October they had gained acceptable 

weights. Likewise, the lambing was a lot better than 2018, fine crops of lambs with the 

ewes milking well. The downside of the year has been in the fall in prime cattle values. 

Price per kilo was 40p less than previous June/ July equating to £150 on a 400 kg 

bullock. The fall in values surged all through the cattle system. Store cattle and suckle 

calves all effected resulting in many herd s of cows being reduced and some being 

completely dispersed. This has also been a challenging and disappointing year to our 

auction companies who are in many cases the lifeline of many farmers with their 

commission on sales much less especially from June to September. Values and stock 

numbers much lower. Here in the NE we are fortunate to have the Aberdeen and 

northern Marts at Thainstone, Inverurie and I am sure the chairman Peter Watson, who 

farms at Darnford Durris and his board of directors have been grateful for increased 

stock numbers during October.  

 

The sheep industry has fared quite a bit better than the cattle, Prime lamb prices fairly 

good until a dip in values came in September and October. At the time of writing this in 

mid-November, values are now increasing. However, store lamb prices have surprised 

sellers with strong pens of lambs reaching £60 plus. In some cases, a £5 a head 

increase. We must acknowledge for many sheep farmers and flock masters their sale 

day is their pay day. 

Lairg sale saw some lots £5 to £7 increase however some were slightly less than the 

previous year which with increasing costs is disappointing for the seller. Breeding ewe 

lambs and ewes of all ages has commanded better values than expected. Many lots were 

well over £100 a head. Those buying although with Brexit on their mind, have tried to 

carry on as usual.  

 

Through the summer the weather was kind to most of the shows with the Royal Highland 

in Edinburgh in June having a grand week. Young farmers clubs are still managing to 

have stock judging but with less farmers it is harder to have fortnightly stock judging as 

we used to have. Similarly, the barn dances, which young farmer clubs used to hold to 



raise funds have almost stopped. Health and safety rules are difficult to comply with. I 

remember Hunter Leslie and myself being invited and biking to a barn dance at Nether 

Ashentilly in late August 1950, what a tremendous event it was! This was held by the 

Abernethy family of 6 brothers to welcome home 2 of the brothers who had emigrated 

and were sheep farmers in Australia. The first barn dance we held in Durris to raise 

funds for the YF club was held in Darnford Durris by permission of Stephen and Betty 

Neish. Following on for a period of 10 years we had barn dances always in the last week 

of May at East Mulloch Durris by kind permission of John and Mrs Pirie Senior then 

latterly by John and Violet Pirie. Both Friday and Saturday nights had exceptionally large 

crowds. There was a lot of work and organisation involved about 20 of us used to be at 

the Mulloch at night for a fortnight beforehand. At the end of the nights work we always 

received great hospitality from the Pirie family with their scones and pancakes. Car 

parking was a slight problem the first year as we had to run along the side of the moving 

cars to keep them off the bumpy bits. I remember the following years were no problem 

as we spent hours removing whin and stones and I remember coining the phrase to 

hosse the cars says Farmer John, you clear the hill of whin and stone.  

 

On a humorous note, we all spent 3 or 4 hours on the Sunday afternoon looking for a 

wallet that Mr. Joe Petrie from South Brachmont had lost on the Saturday night. The 

humoursome part was one of the lads said, “was there much in the wallet Joe?” Quick as 

a flash he said, “nobody ever lost a teem pocketbook” But the Mulloch dances kept the 

YF funds right for years. With over a month to go, that is a summary of farming in 2019. 

At the moment I better ignore election, Brexit and climate change 

	
William	Blackhall	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Peterculter Medical Practice 
Our	text	messaging	service	is	now	up	and	running	again,	and	we	would	like	to	remind	
you	all	about	it.	This	service	is	available	for	those	aged	16	years	and	over	and	is	mainly	
used	to	send	reminders	about	appointments.	In	the	future	we	should	also	be	able	to	use	
this	technology	to	notify	patients	that	test	results	are	available,	send	invitations	to	
clinics	as	appropriate	(e.g.	flu	clinic,	diabetes	clinic),	send	reminders	about	medication	
reviews	and	to	send	updates	about	any	important	items	of	practice	news.	For	the	
service	to	work	we	obviously	need	to	have	your	up	to	date	mobile	phone	number	on	our	
secure	database,	and	your	consent	for	us	to	use	your	number.	We	will	be	organising	the	
obtaining	of	consent	via	a	registration	form	available	at	the	practice;	information	and	
the	registration	form	are	also	available	via	the	practice	website.	We	have	had	great	
feedback	so	far	about	the	text	messaging	service,	providing	a	useful	reminder	of	



upcoming	appointments.	It	is	also	important	for	us	to	reduce	the	number	of	non-
attended	appointments	to	a	minimum.	
It's	not	too	late	to	book	your	‘flu	vaccine	for	those	who	are	eligible!		
And	finally,	remember	to	think	ahead	to	the	Christmas	and	New	Year	period,	we	will	be	
closed	during	the	2	public	holidays	each	week	only.	As	ever	it	is	important	to	make	sure	
you	have	sufficient	repeat	medication	supplies	so	do	try	to	order	early.	
	
Best	wishes	
	
Dr	D	C	M	Harris	
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Drumoak Durris Crathes Bowling Club    We are very pleased that opening up the   

                   Bowling Club to Social Membership has so far resulted in over 35  Social  

                   Member. On Friday 1st November the Bowling Club started social evenings 

         in our newly converted Snug Bar, from 8.30 pm to 11 pm on Friday     

 evenings, 7 pm to 11 pm on Saturday evenings and on Sunday afternoons 

 from 12 noon until 2.30 pm. This is very much a trial period up to 

Christmas time. As we progress, the social side of the Club will evolve with new 

ideas coming forward. We are delighted that we have been able to convert a 

number of social members into playing members which is good news for the Club. 

  On Saturday 23rd November the Club will host a Prize Bingo night with teas and a 

raffle. Whilst our Bar will be open during the evening, this will, if you prefer, also be a 

BYOB night. 

 

Commencing on Saturday 30th November we have our Indoor Open Pairs Short Match 

Bowls Championship when we hope to have 32 teams taking part. This is always an 

enjoyable period for the Club 

  Our Club will close for the Festive Season with a Fun Bowling Night on Friday 20th 

December where we hope Social Members will also join in the fun. 

The Club Pavilion is for hire to members of the local area. Please contact Lena Sim on 

01330-811374 for this purpose. 

 

We wish everyone a happy Festive period. 

 

Dave Stuart 

Club President 

 

======================================================= 

	



						 									
===================================================================		
DURRIS WI 
At	our	first	meeting	this	season	we	had	a	visit	from	Professor	Williams	of	the	Rowett	
Institute	at	Aberdeen	Royal	Infirmary	who	gave	a	presentation	on	her	current	study	
entitled	Shake	Up	Your	Age.		The	study	examines	whether	some	processed	foods	can	
influence	the	function	of	your	body	and	mind.	
At	the	October	meeting	our	ladies	had	Alex	Penter	for	a	jewellery	workshop	from	
“schoolery	of	jewellery”.	They	all	chose	beads,	wire	and	a	necklace	board	and	were	
talked	through	and	demonstrated	the	process	of	making	a	necklace	which	they	all	
completed	and	took	home.	
We	are	looking	forward	to	our	November	meeting	where	we	will	be	meeting	Colin	from	
the	Bee	Cabin	who	will	be	giving	us	a	talk	on	Bee	Keeping.		
The	Festive	season	will	be	upon	us	soon	and	our	December	get	together	will	be	in	the	
form	of	a	meal	at	Scott	Skinner’s	in	Banchory.		
We	wish	you	all	a	Merry	Christmas	and	a	Happy	New	Year	and	if	you	fancy	coming	along	
to	one	of	our	meetings	in	the	New	Year	please	get	in	touch.		New	members	are	always	
welcome.		For	more	information	contact	us	via	our	Facebook	page.		
===================================================================	
 



 
Drumoak Primary School and Nursery  

	

The staff and pupils at Drumoak School are enjoying the Autumnal weather and taking 

the opportunity to enjoy some learning outdoors in our fantastic outdoor space.  I have 

found in all seasons that I need to be ready with warm gloves and a woolly hat, as I am 

sure you know, it can be very exposed up here on the hill! 

Charity Work 
This term we are supporting Children in Need on Friday 15th November.  The Pupil 

Council and Mrs Carroll have organised a range of events including a dress in your best 

for Drumoak’s got Talent show.  There will also be the opportunity to buy tasty snacks, 

guess Pudsey’s birthday and lots more! 

	



Maths Week 
Our maths week last month promoted a positive mindset about maths and the amazing 

ways maths shapes our lives.  The children enjoyed finding out about Fibonacci, 

participated in a range of challenges, created their own problems, as well as excellent 

visits from some parents and a maths breakfast for everyone. 

 

School Christmas P1-7 – Christmas around the world 
We are holding a community performance of our school show on Wednesday 11th 

December at 10am. Everyone in the community is invited to attend. Tickets are available 

at the school office at a cost of £2.50. 

Tea and coffee and a tasty Christmas treat will also be available after the performance. 

 (Included in the price of the ticket) 

We look forward to welcoming you to Drumoak on that day. 

Community Events 
Over the festive season the children are looking forward to meeting members of the 

community at the turning on the lights on December 1st and the Friendship Group on 

Monday 2nd December. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We would like to ask members of the Drumoak community to come into school and 

share their wisdom and their talents.  Whether you like to bake, sew, garden, build, 

create, share stories or anything that you could share, we would love to hear from you.  

The wider the range of experiences we can provide for our children the better for their 

learning and development.  

Your input would be very much appreciated. 

World Book Week 2020 
Come and join us during the week beginning 1st March and read your favourite book. 

If you would like to volunteer, please call or email the school – please see below. 

Telephone - 01330 700375       Email – Drumoak.sch@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 

LEGO DONATIONS 
A group of Drumoak parents are starting up an after-school Lego Club and they need 

lots of Lego.  If you have any spare Lego, you would be prepared to donate to the club 



please bring it to school or call the school and we can arrange collection. There are 

boxes at our reception.  Your donations would be very much appreciated. 

 

Aberdeen Health Wellbeing Festival 
L																																																											Looking to be motivated to change things in 2020?  Then  

come along to Aberdeen's first ever Health and Wellbeing   

festival! On Saturday the 25th January, Robert Gordon's 

University will play host to a day to motivate, educate 

and inspire! A packed day of prominent speakers, 

workshops, stalls and a marketplace- start the new year 

with a new you! The event has been organised by local 

ladies Emma Windle from Drumoak and Sarah Stewart 

from Durris, in partnership with Aberdeen Health and  

Social Care Partnership and Robert Gordon’s University, with sponsorship from Iqarus.  

It is going to be a packed full day for all ages and abilities to enjoy.  The headline 

speaker is one of 'This Morning's' resident doctors and ex- gladiator- Dr Zoe Williams, 

who will talk about the importance of physical activity; and also doing talks are Dr Alex 

Johnstone from the Rowett Research Institute, who will bust those diet myths; and Ms. 

Louise McCullough the last lady standing on 'SAS Who Dares Wins' who will talk about 

personal resilience.  The workshops cover lots of areas including being able to try 

some physical activities such as 'Functional fitness', pilates, Bootybarre to name a few; 

nutrition workshops covering plant-based eating and fermentation; sleep; meditation 

and mindfulness from a Buddhist monk.  Check out our facebook page and website 

(www.abdnhealthandwellbeingfest.com) for more information and the full programme 

and come along! With many of the local businesses and charities involved from the 

Deeside area we really hope to see you there! 

======================================================= 

 

	



Garden Advice from The Mains of Drum Plant Expert Dr Jane Bingham 
The	Mains	of	Drum	-	Scotland’s	Garden	Centre	of	the	Year	2017,	2018	and	2019		
Christmas is Coming to The Mains of Drum Plant Area 
Real Christmas trees 
A real Christmas tree adorned with twinkling lights and baubles, and pretty parcels 

underneath, is the centre piece of family festivities. A trip to the garden centre to pick 

out your special tree is an exciting tradition for many. 

 

 

We display cut trees individually on stands to make it easy for you to choose your 

perfect tree. We can net your tree ready for you to take home, help you to your car, or 

we can deliver to your door.  

 

 

Real tree v Artificial tree? 
 

Environmentalists say a 2m high plastic artificial tree has a  

carbon footprint equivalent to about 40kg of greenhouse gas  

emissions, which is more than twice that of a real tree that ends 

 its life in landfill and more than 10 times that of a real tree 

 which is burnt. Many local authorities now offer a collection 

Here at The Mains of Drum we have the 

popular Nordmann Fir, Nordmann Fir 

Slimline and Blue Spruce. We also have 

a choice of cut and pot-grown trees in a 

variety of sizes. Our supplier is an 

established company, with 35 years’ 

experience in growing and supplying 

fresh UK grown Christmas Trees.  They 

specialise in supplying Garden Centres. 

The Mains of Drum Trees have been 

grown on their Port William plantation. 

All the trees are cut to order, allowing 

only the freshest trees to be delivered. 

For every tree harvested, they plant two 

more for the future, making them a 

sustainable supplier. 

	

	



 service for real trees, which they shred and use on gardens and 

 parks – this is the greenest way to dispose of your real tree and 

 has minimal impact on the environment. An eco-friendly option 

 is to buy a small pot-grown tree, eventually planting it out in  

the garden. If you choose to have an artificial tree, choose one 

 made mostly of PE rather than PVC and re-use it for at least 10 

 years before selling it or giving it away. Most artificial trees are 

 manufactured in China, which increases their carbon footprint 

 further.  

 

How to look after your real Christmas trees 

Cut trees 

• Avoid placing them close to a fire or radiator as this will  

cause excessive needle drop. 

• Saw off an inch or two from the bottom of the trunk. 

• Place in a stand or pot containing plenty water. 

• Check and top up the water daily. 

Pot-grown trees 

• For best results choose a cool room to display them indoors. 

• If your potted tree looks unhappy indoors, place it back outside, bringing it in at 

the last moment. 

• After Christmas keep it outside, planting into a slightly larger pot, and bring it 

back indoors next Christmas, or plant in the garden. 

	
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

	



    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

         

 

 

Editor’s	message.		
With	the	Winter	edition	I	would	just	
like	to	thank	all	the	people	who	
without	their	invaluable	help	the	
newsletter	would	not	exist.			
The	newsletter	team	which	includes	
all	the	people	who	distribute	the	
newsletter	and	all	the		people	who	
take	time	to	contribute	articles.	I	
would	also	like	to	thank	all	the	
advertisers	and	look	forward	to	
2020	when	the	100th	edition	will	be	
published.		
Happy	Christmas	to	all	our	readers	
and	all	the	best	wishes	for	2020.	
editorddnews@btinternet.com	
	
	 	 	 													KMS	
Any	articles	for	the	Spring	
newsletter	please	send	to	me	no	
later	than	Friday	7th	February,	2020.	



	

						 				

	 	



	

	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	

	

	

	

	



  

 
 

 

 

	

Opinions	expressed	in	the	Newsletter	are	not	necessarily	shared	by	the	

Editor.		The	Editor	is	not	responsible	for	the	contents	of	any	

advertisement	placed	nor	the	reliability	or	quality	of	any	goods	or	

services	offered.		Inclusion	in	the	Newsletter	should	not	be	taken	as	an	

endorsement	of	the	advertiser	by	the	editor	

	

	


